[image: image2.jpg]Dear Lord, As we enter

this Solemn and Holy

R ASh Season, we pray that
d CSd 'you would send your
Wedn ay Holy Spirit upon us that
‘we might prepare ourselves

for these coming 40 days of Lent.

Even though we may no longer wear sackcloth

and ashes, we do seek to humble ourselves so

that we can understand the magnificence of Your

Love for us as You humbled Yourself and gave Your

Life on the Cross that we might receive the gift of
Eternal Glory with You. AMEN.
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The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper


Words of Institution, and Invitation to the Lord’s Table 


Prayer of Dedication, and Sharing in Holy Communion





Please come forward to receive the elements of bread and cup by tearing a piece of bread, dipping in the cup, and eating to be one with Christ Jesus.


Sending Song: 	More Love to Thee, O Christ


More love to Thee, O Christ, More love to Thee!


Hear Thou the prayer I make on bended knee.


This is my earnest plea:


More love, O Christ, to Thee,


More love to Thee, More love to Thee!


Benediction


Postlude
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“If you do away with the yoke of oppression, with the pointing finger and malicious talk, 10 and if you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry and satisfy the needs of the oppressed, then your light will rise in the darkness, and your night will become like the noonday. 11 The LORD will guide you always; he will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched land and will strengthen your frame. You will be like a well-watered garden, like a spring whose waters never fail. 12 Your people will rebuild the ancient ruins and will raise up the age-old foundations; you will be called Repairer of Broken Walls, Restorer of Streets with Dwellings. 13 “If you keep your feet from breaking the Sabbath and from doing as you please on my holy day, if you call the Sabbath a delight and the LORD’s holy day honorable, and if you honor it by not going your own way and not doing as you please or speaking idle words, 14 then you will find your joy in the LORD, and I will cause you to ride in triumph on the heights of the land and to feast on the inheritance of your father Jacob.” For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.





Meditation:  The Process of Positive Change 
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Ceremony of Ashes


Invitation to the Observance of Lenten Discipline


Unison Prayer of Consecration: Almighty God, Our Heavenly Father, you have created us out of the dust of the earth. Grant that these ashes my be to us a sign of our mortality and penitence, so we may remember that only by your gracious gift can we have everlasting life. Through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen. 





Receiving the Sign of the Cross with Ashes is optional. Please come forward as the Holy Spirit leads you.


(About Ashes… in our modern world we don’t often consider our sinful nature. We don’t like to. We don’t want to. Yet, as Christians, we realize that sin is a brokenness between us and God. Ash Wednesday is on day each year when we can be bold to consider our sin, seek forgiveness, and find new ways of spiritual growth and living. The sign of ashes is “sacramental,” as an outward reminder of our humility, and our dependence upon Christ’s mercy and grace.)


Evening Hymn: What Wondrous Love is This


	                #85 Presbyterian Hymnal





Locust Presbyterian Church


Ash Wednesday Communion


February 22, 2012  7:00pm 





Gathering in Humble Devotion





Prelude and Welcome


Call to Worship





Gathering Song  Sanctuary (sing twice)


Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary,


Pure and holy, tried and true.


With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living


Sanctuary for you.





Prayer of Confession


Leader prays:  “…  Lord, hear our prayer.”


People respond: Have mercy on us, Gracious God.





Anthem		The Solid Rock		Choir


By Edward Mote, William Bradbury, Greg Allen, Brian Sites, Arranged by BJ Davis





Hearing God’s Word: Isaiah 58:1-14  “Shout it aloud, do not hold back. Raise your voice like a trumpet. Declare to my people their rebellion and to the descendants of Jacob their sins. 2 For day after day they seek me out; they seem eager to know my ways, as if they were a nation that does what is right and has not forsaken the commands of its God. They ask me for just decisions and seem eager for God to come near them. 3 ‘Why have we fasted,’ they say, ‘and you have not seen it? Why have we humbled ourselves, and you have not noticed?’ “Yet on the day of your fasting, you do as you please and exploit all your workers. 4 Your fasting ends in quarreling and strife, and in striking each other with wicked fists. You cannot fast as you do today and expect your voice to be heard on high. 5 Is this the kind of fast I have chosen, only a day for people to humble themselves? Is it only for bowing one’s head like a reed and for lying in sackcloth and ashes? Is that what you call a fast, a day acceptable to the LORD? 6 “Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the chains of injustice and untie the cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free and break every yoke? 7 Is it not to share your food with the hungry and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter— when you see the naked, to clothe them, and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood? 8 Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will quickly appear; then your righteousness[� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=isa%2058&version=NIV" \l "fen-NIV-18795a" \o "See footnote a" �a�] will go before you, and the glory of the LORD will be your rear guard. 9 Then you will call, and the LORD will answer; you will cry for help, and he will say: Here am I. 
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LOCUST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
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Our Mission


To be a place where people want and need to be – where God is glorified in Jesus Christ and real human needs are met. We will do this as Christ’s Church through the power of the Holy Spirit as we worship, study, serve and fellowship. 



































